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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 639 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS EG 

SUBJECT: PRESS CENSORSHIP LIFTED 

1. AHRAM HEADLINE FEB 8 IS "SADAT ORDERS ABOLISHMENT 
PRESS CENSORSHIP." LEAD STORY, BYLINED ALI AMIN, STATES 
PRESIDENT WILL LIFT ALL CENSORSHIP ON ON-MILITARY MATTERS 
AS OF SATURDAY, FEB 9. SECOND FEATURE IS ANNOUNCEMENT 
POSTPONEMENT OF CABINET CHANGE UNTIL AFTER LAT ISRAELI 
SOLDIER IS EVACUATED FROM THE "HOMELAND" (WATAN). THE 
"HOMELAND" IS NOT FURTHER DEFINED, BUT THE WORD WOULD 
NORMALLY BE INTERPRETED BY EGYPTIAN READERS AS MEANING 
ALL EGYPTIAN TERRITORY, INCLUDING SINAI. 

2. ARTICLE GOES ON TO SAY THAT THERE HAVE BEEN IMPORTANT 
MEETINGS DURING THE LAST TWO DAYS "SOMEWHERE" IN THE 
DESERT, AT WHICH "SOME ARAB PERSONALITIES" HAVE BEEN PRESENT. 

3. USINT UNDERSTANDS THAT ALI AMIN IS THE ONLY JOURNALIST 
TO HAVE VISITED SADAT IN HIS DESERT RETREAT (BURJ AL-ARAB?) 

TO WHICH, WE HAVE HEARD. HE HAS GONE TO ESCAPE FROM. AMONG OTHER 
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OVERCOMING ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF OIL EMBARGO. 

4. LIFTING OF PRESS CENSORSHIP HAS BEEN A SURPRISE TO 

CAIRO JOURNALISTS, AND SEEMS INCONSISTENT WITH THE RECENT 

GOE CLAMP DOWN ON EXPRESSION OF DISSIDENT OPINION IN AHRAM. 

"FREEDOM OF THE PRESS" IS A SLOGAN WHICH HAS ALWAYS HAD 
RHETORICAL POPULARITY IN EGYPT BUT HAS RARELY MEANT VERY 
MUCH. DEPT WILL RECALL SIMILAR ZAYYAT ANNOUNCEMENT 
LAST YEAR WHICH CAME TO NOTHING. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN 
IF CAIRO EDITORS WILL BE ABLE TO DEVISE A SELF-CENSORSHIP 
PROCEDURE CONSISTENT WITH GOE SENSITIVITIES. 
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